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Learning Through Storytelling 

Half day training sessions at  

Mayflower School, Poplar 

9am to 12noon 

In a Storytelling School all children become storytellers. Learning to tell stories from memory is an 

inspiring, engaging and inclusive way to acquire language and discover topic content. The approach is a 

proven way of raising standards in writing and deepening engagement with learning.  

By popular demand we are running a series of half day sessions covering all the elements of the 

Storytelling Schools approach, suitable for teachers and schools interested in integrating storytelling 

into their classroom teaching.  

These half day sessions will show teachers inspiring and innovative ways to deliver cross-curricular, 

engaging lessons to boost children’s learning. Teachers may attend the whole series or dip into 

selected sessions if they wish.  

For more information on the course content please see overleaf.  

Course Date 

Storytelling for Literacy   Tuesday 17 November 2015 

Drama, music and art for story deepening Tuesday 26 January 2016 

How to teach writing using shared writing practice Tuesday 1 March 2016 

Innovation and invention for great storymaking Tuesday 26 April 2016 

Teaching non-fiction writing using storytelling Tuesday 28 June 2016 

 

Costs 

The half day sessions can be booked individually at a cost of £80 +VAT per person or book all five together 

for a discounted price of £300 + VAT (save £100). 

 

Trainers 

The training will be led by Storytelling Schools trainers Kate Barron and Will Hodge, who are both English 

Leaders in Storytelling Schools and will include sessions by Dr Chris Smith, Director of Storytelling Schools. 

The trainings will be immersive, interactive and full of practical ideas.  

 

The Storytelling Schools approach can be explored in 

the accompanying publications,  Storytelling Schools 

Handbook for Teachers and 147 Traditional Stories for 

Primary School Children to Retell and our newest title 

Science through Stories .  

Booking information 

For more information or to book a place please contact 

claire@storytellingschools.com or call 01865 748447. 

Discounts are available for schools booking more than 

one teacher onto the same course.    
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Course details 

Storytelling for Literacy       Tuesday 17 November 2015 

Find out how storytelling can raise standards in your classroom. Discover how teaching every child to be a 

storyteller improves their oral and written communication skills and raises their self-esteem. We’ll cover 

how to teach storytelling and the benefits it brings. We will also briefly explaining the other aspects of the 

Storytelling Schools approach: deepening, shared writing, innovation and invention for both fiction and 

non-fiction teaching and how it all fits together. 

Drama, music and art for story deepening      Tuesday 26 January 2016 

Once students have learned how to tell a story from memory they can begin to develop it through a 

process called deepening. This involves using art, drama, music, dance and a range of other activities to 

develop the story in students’ imagination and to expand language ideas for use in retelling or rewriting. In 

this session we will demonstrate invaluable tried and tested deepening tools and point the way to 

hundreds more.  

How to teach writing using shared writing practice     Tuesday 1 March 2016 

Once students are brimming with ideas after mapping, stepping, speaking and deepening their stories the 

next step is to show them how to create texts from the story through shared writing practice. This session 

will deepen and extend your shared writing skills giving you confidence in creating exemplary model texts. 

Learn the best way to effectively demonstrate text creation and see an immediate positive impact on the 

standard of children’s writing in your classroom.   

Innovation and invention for great story making     Tuesday 26 April 2016 

In this session we introduce you to two basic techniques for story making: the story matrix and the seven 

plots. With these two tools you can make up your own stories on the spot and teach your students to do 

the same. You’ll also learn all about the main types of innovation (simple/complex, substitution, addition 

and plot recycling of characters and events) and how to support children to independently apply story 

making principles to their own writing.  

 

Teaching non-fiction  writing using storytelling     Tuesday 28 June 2016 

Storytelling proves a great, inspiring and inclusive way to teach non-fiction. Using the same approach to 

learning communication as for fiction, in this session we will look at creating non-fiction pieces to perform 

to your class using fiction, fantasy and factual contexts. You will learn how to develop new, innovated non-

fiction pieces with your class, how to support the independent creation of new factual pieces by your 

students and how to link these oral pieces to the creation of high quality texts. 

 

 


